
QUICK CHECKLIST 

Use this quick checklist to see if 
your arrangements for keeping 

chickens on your allotment are 

likely to meet the requirements   
of Bolton Council. 

 Food and Water  
Your poultry should have continuous access to 

cool, clean water and an appropriate diet that is 
both plentiful and nutritional.  

 Housing 
A clean, tidy and spacious environment should be 

maintained which provides adequate protection 
from the weather and predators. 

 Health 
It is your responsibility to monitor and maintain a 

flock free from distress, pain, injury and disease.  
 Feathered Friends 

We expect tenants to maintain high standards of 

welfare for their birds in clean, tidy housing.  In 
this way, everyone can enjoy the presence of 

poultry on your Bolton Council allotment. 

  

USEFUL CONTACTS 
This leaflet only provides some basic guidelines; 
we strongly recommend that you seek further 

advice.  There are numerous organisations, books 

and Internet sites, which offer more detailed 
information on how to enjoy and care for your 

chickens. 

 Living with Chickens, Jay Rossier 
 Keep Chickens! Barbara Kilarski 
 Free-Range Poultry, Katie Thear 
 The Poultry Farmer’s and Manager’s 

Veterinary Handbook, Peter W Laing 
 

wwwwww..ppoouullttrryycclluubb..oorrgg    
www.domesticfowl.co.uk 

 RSPCA national cruelty and advice line -

08705 555 999  

 

 
Allotment Management 

Contact: Neighbourhood Services 

Bolton Council 

e-mail: allotments@bolton.gov.uk 
 
 

 
 

 

 
These guidelines have been produced in line 

with RSPCA recommendations. 

    RULING THE ROOST 
GUIDELINES FOR KEEPING POULTRY 
                         ON YOUR  
     BOLTON COUNCIL ALLOTMENT 

 

 

 

Department of Place 

http://www.poultryclub.org/
http://www.domesticfowl.co.uk/


11..  IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  

This leaflet has been produced to 
give you some important basic 

guidelines as to the minimum 

standards expected of tenants 
who keep poultry (hens) on allotments.   

Failure to notify the Council that you intend 
to keep poultry as detailed in your tenancy 

agreement or to meet the minimum 
standards in these guidelines may result in 

the termination of your allotment tenancy. If 

approved you may keep between 3 and 12 hens. 

If you chose to keep animals on your allotment   

you must check on them daily, provide competent 
care and management and have the knowledge  

and skills to ensure the wellbeing of your animals.  

In addition, you are expected to keep them under 
proper control to avoid disturbance to others.  

Bolton Council has the right to inspect livestock     
at anytime. If the Council has cause to investigate 

cases or complaints of maltreatment, costs of vets 

or other official inspections will be passed to the 
Tenant for payment. 

We strongly recommend you seek further     
detailed guidance on keeping poultry. 

22..  FFEEEEDD  

Your chickens should have 
continuous and plentiful  

access to; 

 Cool, clean and fresh 

water  

  Provision of feed of a type appropriate     

to the age and species of animal, fed in 

sufficient quantities, and sufficiently 
frequently, to maintain them in good  

health and satisfy their nutritional needs.   

 Insoluble grit to aid digestion 

 Foodstuffs should be stored and fed such 

that it is kept clean, tidy and properly 
protected from rodents and other pests 

33..  HHOOUUSSIINNGG  

In addition to effective 
containment, housing is also 

important in ensuring the welfare 
of your birds and should allow 

the expression of natural 
behaviour.   

Although it is advised that you make the housing  

as large and comfortable as possible, as a 
minimum, the accommodation will be expected     

to compromise of; 

AA  HHEENNHHOOUUSSEE  

  MMiinniimmuumm  ssiizzee  ooff  22  ssqquuaarree  ffeeeett  ((00..22mm22))  ppeerr  

cchhiicckkeenn  

FFuullllyy  eenncclloosseedd  sshheelltteerr  tthhaatt  pprroovviiddeess;;  

  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  ffrroomm  pprreeddaattoorrss    

  AA  cclleeaann,,  ddrryy  bbeeddddiinngg  mmaatteerriiaall  ttoo  aabbssoorrbb  

mmooiissttuurree  aanndd  ooddoouurr  ((ssuuiittaabbllee  cchhooiicceess  aarree  

wwoooodd  sshhaavviinnggss  oorr  ssttrraaww))  

  WWaarrmmtthh  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ccoollddeerr  mmoonntthhss  aanndd  sshhaaddee  

dduurriinngg  tthhee  ssuummmmeerr  

  AAddeeqquuaattee  vveennttiillaattiioonn  bbuutt  ddrraauugghhtt--ffrreeee  

  PPeerrcchheess  ffoorr  sslleeeeppiinngg,,  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  33--

55ccmmss  wwiiddee  wwiitthh  rroouunnddeedd  ccoorrnneerrss  ttoo  eennaabbllee  

tthheemm  ttoo  ggrriipp..  

  NNeesstt  BBooxxeess  ffoorr  llaayyiinngg  eeggggss..  

AANN  OOUUTTDDOOOORR  RRUUNN  

  MMiinniimmuumm  ssiizzee  ooff  44  ssqquuaarree  ffeeeett  ((00..44mm22))  ppeerr  

cchhiicckkeenn  

  SShhoouulldd  pprroovviiddee  tthhee  cchhiicckkeenn((ss))  wwiitthh  pplleennttyy    

ooff  ssppaaccee  ttoo  ddiigg,,  dduusstt  tthheemmsseellvveess  aanndd  ffllaapp  

tthheeiirr  wwiinnggss  

BBootthh  sshhoouulldd  bbee  rreegguullaarrllyy  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  ttoo  aa  ggoooodd,,      

ttiiddyy  ssttaannddaarrdd  aanndd  ffrreeee  ffrroomm  oobbvviioouuss  ffaauullttss  tthhaatt      

mmaayy  ccaauussee  iinnjjuurryy..  

44..  HHEEAALLTTHH  

You will be held responsible      
for ensuring that your      

livestock is free from distress, 

pain, injury and disease.      
Appropriate preventative     

and/or veterinary treatment should be available     
at all times. 

SSAANNIITTAATTIIOONN  
 IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  hheeaalltthhyy  lliivveessttoocckk          

aanndd  rreedduuccee  ooddoouurr  pprroobblleemmss,,  tthhee  rruunn              

aanndd  hheenn--hhoouussee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  cclleeaanneedd  aa  

mmiinniimmuumm  ooff  oonnccee  aa  wweeeekk  oorr  mmoorree  

ffrreeqquueennttllyy  aass  nneecceessssaarryy 

 WWiitthh  rreessppeecctt  ttoo  tthhee  aabboovvee,,  tthhee  ddeeeepp            

lliitttteerr  ssyysstteemm  iiss  nnoott  aacccceeppttaabbllee  oonn              

BBoollttoonn  CCoouunncciill  aalllloottmmeennttss 

 PPoouullttrryy  kkeepptt  oonn  tthhee  ssaammee  ggrroouunndd  ffoorr        

mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  mmoonntthh  wwiillll  nneeeedd  rreegguullaarr  

wwoorrmmiinngg 

AAnnyy  hheeaalltthh  sseerriioouuss//lloonnggssttaannddiinngg  oorr  

ccoonnttaaggiioouuss  pprroobblleemmss  MMUUSSTT  bbee  rreeppoorrtteedd                

ttoo  tthhee  NNeeiigghhbboouurrhhoooodd  SSeerrvviicceess  aass  ssoooonn  aass  

ppoossssiibbllee, as well as detail of the treatment 
being received and notification when the 

problem has cleared. 

55..  FFEEAATTHHEERREEDD  FFRRIIEENNDDSS  

PPoouullttrryy  nneeeedd          

ccoommppaanniioonnsshhiipp  aanndd  sshhoouulldd  

bbee  kkeepptt  iinn--ggrroouuppss  ooff  ttwwoo  oorr  

mmoorree..      

  

PPrroovviiddeedd  yyoouurr  cchhiicckkeennss  aarree  hhaappppyy,,  hheeaalltthhyy                

bbiirrddss  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  bbeeccoommee  aa  nnuuiissaannccee  ttoo      

ootthheerrss..      IItt  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  hhoowweevveerr  ttoo  bbee  aawwaarree                

ooff  ppootteennttiiaall  pprroobblleemmss,,  ssuucchh  aass  ddiirrttyy  ssiitteess        

aattttrraaccttiinngg  vveerrmmiinn  aanndd  ccaauussiinngg  ssmmeellllss..      

  

Please note that due to potential noise 
problems, Cockerels are not permitted         

on Bolton Council Allotments.    


